LANDCARE

The Regeneration of a Lantana infested gully:
Seven years ago Ian and Linda Parker moved from the city to their property "Cedar Downs" just below the escarpment in Jaspers Brush. The property appeared small for 2 hectares because only half was accessible, the remainder being a gully covered in a thick blanket of 3m+ high Lantana that had been there since about 1989.  It was so dense it took 8 hours with a machete to cut a path through to the far corner.  It took 2 years for them to clear the Lantana. Most was killed by Linda’s hand (cut stumping). The splatter gun method of poisoning made it much easier once they had paths through the Lantana to splatter effectively. They record 500 hours labour on the gully in one year.

When the South facing gully had been hand cleared regeneration of native plants occurred swiftly. Where the glyphosate splatter gun method had been used it took considerably longer for regrowth. The glyphosate may have effected the native seed stock that usually survives in the ground. The gully is now well covered with native plants and is virtually weed-free. This was achieved without the planting of new native plants. Thanks to half a dozen existing mature red cedars that were not straight enough for the cedar getters, there are now thousands of red cedar seedlings, some now 3-4 metres high.  Some of these have been relocated to other areas on the property and to other Landcare and Bushcare Sites. The seedlings have been successfully bare-root transplanted to sites from the banks of the Shoalhaven River to Tindalls Lane North of Berry. The gully also has dozens of beautiful Pencil Cedars, some over 6 metres high.

All this has been accomplished in just six years.  The Parkers have maintained a herbarium list of the various native trees, shrubs and climbers now growing  The climbers, especially Stephania and Marsdenia sometimes need controlling as they can overwhelm slow growing trees like red cedar. This is done by cutting the climber off at the base without killing it. The "Who's Living on my Land" project previously written about has allowed monitoring of fauna activity in this small patch of dense canopy rainforest with great results. The fauna include wombat, wallaby, brush-tailed possum, native rat, green cat birds, wrens and more..  It would seem that the site has "come of age" a few weeks ago when a male lyrebird took up residence and started displaying. Now he has attracted a female to join him. The Parkers chose the name of the property not knowing relevant it would become. They have a photographic record of this resurrection that has taken place on their property which continues to reward their enthusiasm and hard work.
Local Native of the Month: Native Milk Vine (Marsdenia rostata). Often mistaken for Moth Vine this common vine leave is simple opposed to 13cm. long. The central vein is of a strong yellowish colour in contrast to the dark green. It confusingly has milky sap like the Milk Vine. Flowers are pale yellow and fruit are swollen egg-shaped 5 to 7 cm. long. It has 5-20 basal glands.
Weed of the Month: Moth Vine (Araujia sericifolia). This common invader has leaves simple opposed to 24 cm. long. Its flowers are white /pale pink. Sap is milky. Its fruit is Choko-like 6-10 cm. long. It has 1-5 basal glands. Eradicate by tracing vine back to the ground and remove by hand or scrape the stem and paint with glyphosate. If ripening fruit is present remove and dispose carefully.
Working Bees for August 2014

Broughton Vale: 2 - 4 p.m. Sunday 3 August (please note we now meet on the first Sunday of every month)

Bong Bong Road: 9 - 11a.m. Sunday 10 August 

David Berry Hospital: 2 - 4 p.m. Saturday 16 August 

Mount Coolangatta: 1 - 3 p.m. Saturday 16 August 

Camp Quality: 9 -11 a.m. Sunday 17 August

Princess Street: 2 - 4 p.m. Sunday 17 August

Mark Radium Park: 9 - 10 a.m Friday 22 August

Bundewallah Bushcare: 2 - 4 p.m. Sunday 31 August

For further information:

Bong Bong Road - Julia Woinarski (4464 2084)

Broughton Vale - Philip Thorniley (4464 2198)

Bundewallah - Will Armitage (4464 2241)

Camp Quality - Jeanne Highland (4464 1271) or jhi02047@bigpond.net.au
David Berry Hospital – Leslie Pigott (4464 3241 or lesliepigott@bigpond.com )

Mark Radium Park- Rodney Cole (4464 1475)

Moeyan Hill - Bill Pigott (4464 3241 or wpigott@bigpond.net.au )

Mount Coolangatta - Myke Cunningham (0418 297 435 ) or mcunningham@pci.cx 

Princess St Park - Diana Coxhead (0433 213 219)

Strongs Road – Ian Parker (4448 6359 or ianlindap@shoalhaven.net.au )

Tindalls Lane - Harvey Blue (4464 1880).

Information can also be found at Berry Landcare on Facebook.

