LANDCARE

Register of Significant Trees for Berry and its District:
Berry Landcare has developed a proposal to create a community-based register of significant trees for Berry and its district. The register would exist as a gallery on an internet website and nominations could be submitted on line. An initial grant towards this project has been provided by the Berry Garden Club from the proceeds of the recent 2014 Garden Festival. Since the Berry Chamber of Commerce declared the town to be ‘The Town of Trees’ in 1970, trees have become integral to the character and identity of the town. Valuable inventory information has already been compiled by groups such as the Berry Historical Society. Most attention has been focused on the rich heritage of planted trees within the townscape. It seems appropriate that this focus should now be extended to the surrounding district and to include wild and remnant native trees. A register created and managed by the local community, which brings together all of our valued trees: exotic, endemic, wild and planted, would be a major asset in raising environmental awareness and celebrating our landscape heritage. It could also assist in managing our landscape and ecology. Critical to the success of this project will be its local community origin, and the voluntary nature of all listings. The register will not seek to restrict landowner rights, but aim to raise awareness and pride in the trees we value. 

Weeds and Native of the Month:

Wild olives are hardy ever green trees. There two types the African Olive (Olea europaea ssp cupidata) and the European Olive (O. europaea ssp europaea). The European is more common as a weed around the Berry area. The small fruit are inedible by humans. The leaves are narrow with dark green upper surface. The African with larger fruit is less common on the South Coast but is potentially as invasive. It infects Western Sydney and Southern Wollongong. They can be easily pulled out as seedlings. As trees they require poisoning. 
An australian native of similar habit to the Olives is the Water Gum (Tristaniopis laurina). This can be a large tree in rainforests but in cultivation it is a small evergreen tree with a dense rounded crown. It features are mottled smooth bark and yellow flowers in Dec-Jan. It is native throughout the South Coast. It is a popular street tree in Sydney.
Working Bees for November 2014:
Broughton Vale: 3 - 5 p.m. Sunday 2nd November
Bong Bong Road: 9 - 11a.m. Sunday 9th November
Tindalls Lane: 3 – 5 pm Sunday 9th November

Camp Quality: 9 -11 a.m. Sunday 16th November

Mount Coolangatta: 2 - 5 p.m. Saturday 23rd November
Princess Street: 10 - 11 a.m. Tuesday 25th November
Mark Radium Park: 9 - 10 a.m Friday 28th November

Bundewallah Bushcare: 3 - 5 p.m. Sunday 30th November
Other work days will be advised by co-ordinators. There will be no working bees at either Moeyan Hill or David Berry Hospital in November, as key members of those groups are away.

 Contacts:

Berry Landcare comprises of eleven Landcare, Bushcare and Parkcare groups which care for a wide variety of sites throughout the Berry district. Most hold a monthly working bee lasting two hours. Residents interested in volunteering are invited to contact the relevant site coordinator.
Bong Bong Road Landcare: Julia Woinarski 4464 2084.
Broughton Vale Bushcare: Philip Thorniley 4464 2198.
Bundewallah Bushcare: Will Armitage 4464 2241.
Camp Quality Bushcare: Jeanne Highland 4464 1271.
David Berry Hospital Bushcare: Philip Thorniley 4464 2198.
Mark Radium Parkcare: Rodney Cole 4464 1475.
Moeyan Hill: Bill Pigott 44643241 or wpigott@bigpond.net.au.
Mount Coolangatta Bushcare: Myke Cunningham 0418 297 435 or mcunningham@pci.cx.
Princess Street Parkcare: John Cullity  0414 362 609,  4464 3327.
Strongs Road Landcare: Ian Parker 4448 6359 or ianlindap@shoalhaven.net.au.
Tindalls Lane Landcare:  Harvey Blue 4464 1880 or Jim Jefferis 4464 2988.
Information can also be found at Berry Landcare on Facebook.
