LANDCARE

National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day 2014:
Berry Landcare and Berry Public School have again joined forces to play our part in National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day, Australia's biggest community tree-planting and nature care event. National Tree Day started in 1996 and since then more than 2.8 million people have planted 20 million seedlings! 

In 1996 Berry School Nursery supplied the plants for the 1st National Tree Day at Camp Quality, beside the sports complex along the banks of Bundewallah Creek. Barry Virtue and Berry Public School pupils, with the help of members of the Berry Garden Club and the school community, cleared the site of privet and lantana, ready for the planting. This year we’ll return to Camp Quality to plant rainforest plants. Thanks to the dedicated team of local volunteers, many of the plants will have been propagated at the Public School’s own native nursery from seed stock gathered locally.

Schools’ Day is at 9.30 – 11.30 on Friday 25th July when parents and grandparents are invited to come along and join Year 5 & 6 students as they plant. Then, from 10 until 12 on Sunday 27 July, everyone is invited to join in with planting and some weeding. Bring a stout pair of gloves and a trowel. This will be followed by a barbeque and an opportunity to learn more about the work of Landcare in the eight sites which we maintain in and around Berry and about the School Plant Propagation Program. Access is from the car park on Woodhill Mountain Road.
This month, we welcome a new Bushcare site. On the western side of iconic Mount Coolangatta is a beautiful sheltered spot with majestic tall Spotted Gums, Stringy Barks, Turpentines and Ribbon Gums. The understory has been invaded by lantana which is the main focus for removal. To date approximately 5 acres of sometimes heavy infestation has been restored. There’s still approximately one acre of very dense lantana to remove, to complete the original action plan. Join us there at 1 pm on Saturday 26 July. Contact Myke Cunningham for directions.

Berry Corridor:

On June 8th we had a successful barbeque bringing together landowners in the Tindalls Lane/Broughton Vale vicinity to chat about work being done through the Stepping Stones component of the Berry Corridor Project. Following the Working Bee on Moeyan Hill  on Saturday 19th July  there will be another gathering to focus on the Berry Corridor in the Moeyan Hill locality (chat and barbeque from 4pm) . 
Weed (and Native) of the Month:

The weed and native of the month are of the same species, Passifolia or Passionfruit.  The Black Passionfruit (P. edulis) that grows locally in bush areas is an escaped garden plant. It is a vigorous climber with pointed three-lobed dark green glossy leaves. The flowers are complex red to 7 cm in diameter and mature fruit is dark blue. To remove find base of the vine and pull out. The Native Passionfruit (P. herbertiana) has three-lobed leaves with rounded lobes. The flowers are pale apricot with narrow segments. The fruit are green and edible. See photo.
Working Bees for July 2014:
Broughton Vale: 2 - 4 p.m. Sunday 6 July. 

Bong Bong Road: 9 -11 am Sunday 13 July. 

Tindalls Lane: 2 - 4 pm Sunday 13 July, 

Moeyan Hill: 2- 4 pm Saturday 19 July 3rd Saturday. 

Princess Street Park: 2- 4 pm Sunday 20 July.
Mark Radium Park: 9.00- 10.00 am Friday 25 July. 
Mount Coolangatta: 1 - 3 p.m. Saturday 26 July. 

Bundewallah: 2- 4 pm Sunday 27 July. 

Camp Quality: National Tree Day Sunday 27 July preceded by a Schools planting morning on Friday 25 July (thereafter it's the 3rd Sunday).
Other work days will be advised by co-ordinators.
For further information:

Bong Bong Road - Julia Woinarski (4464 2084)

Broughton Vale - Philip Thorniley (4464 2198)

Bundewallah - Will Armitage (4464 2241)

Camp Quality - Jeanne Highland (4464 1271) or <jhi02047@bigpond.net.au>
David Berry Hospital – Leslie Pigott (4464 3241 or <lesliepigott@bigpond.com >
Mark Radium Park- Rodney Cole (4464 1475)

Moeyan Hill - Bill Pigott (4464 3241 or <wpigott@bigpond.net.au>
Mount Coolangatta - Myke Cunningham (0418 297 435) or <mcunningham@pci.cx> 

Princess St Park - Diana Coxhead (0433 213 219)

Strongs Road – Ian Parker (4448 6359 or <ianlindap@shoalhaven.net.au>
Tindalls Lane - Harvey Blue (4464 1880).

Information can also be found at Berry Landcare on Facebook.

