LANDCARE

Saving the Most Endangered Bird:
In 1938 the Chatham Island Black Robin was considered extinct when 20 to 30 were found on a rock stack island called Little Mangere near Pitt Island, one of New Zealand’s Chatham Islands. By 1979 there were only 5 Black Robins remaining and this included just one breading pair - the world’s rarest bird. The Black Robin is a flycatcher that resembles the European Robin. One of the two females of the remaining birds (Old Blue) was 8 years old when she took up with a younger male (Old Yellow). They were the only successful breeding pair. The New Zealand Wildlife Service team managing the rescue of the species was removing the two eggs per clutch for artificial incubation, inducing the bird into laying again - up to four clutches per breeding season. With this “hands on” approach the population increased and by 1998 there were 200 birds and the Black Robin was considered “saved”.
A 2007 University of Canterbury study looked for signs of inbreeding in the wild population re-established on Rangatira, another larger Rock Island in the group. Some deformities were found but the most baffling of oddities were nests with one of the pair of eggs laid precariously on the nest edge. In the “hands on” stage these had been moved to the centre so as not to lose them from the breading program. This proved to be a near fatal error. This trait proved to result from a genetic mutation in Old Yellow in the dominant gene involving egg laying. In 1990 more than half the females were laying rim eggs. The cessation of egg nudging intervention was just in time as the trait was just short of becoming universal. Now only 9% are rim layers. Had it continued the species would only been able to survive with human intervention. This was an important lesson in what can go wrong when dealing with populations with a very small gene pool.
Local Native of the Month: It is probably the most common tree in the Berry area but is possible known only as an Eucalyptus. The local gum tree is a hybrid carrying the genes of two better known Eucalyptus trees. They are the Sydney Blue Gum (Eucalyptus saligna) and the Bangalay (Eucalyptus botryoides). The Blue Gum is endemic to the Sydney area and Bangalay to the Batemans Bay area. The rough bark on the trunk of these Eastern Blue Gums is an easy identification feature. With the Blue Gum it finishes at ground level, Bangalay it goes up to the crown and on our local hybrid it finishes somewhere between the ground and the start of the branching. This method of identification only applies to gum trees that are part of the uncultured flora. A gum tree that has been planted could by any species. The local tree is the one seen along the road verges and in the open woodland areas around Berry down as far as Meroo Meadow. After that the Spotted Gum (Corymbia maculate) is the most common.
Weed of the Month: Balloon Vine. This creeper is very similar in form to a local creeper the Slender Grape. This is often the case with creepers vis. Wandering Jew - Commelina, Wombat Berry - Bridal Creeper and Silk pod - Moth vine. Balloon vine (Cardiospermum grandiflorum) is an herbaceous climber with leaves dark green with nine leaflets (3 sets of 3) per stem. It has creamy flowers and its fruit is a brown papery capsule. It is prolific in late summer when it covers its supporting trees. Its tap root should be removed with the vine.

Working Bees for June 2014

Bong Bong Road: 9 -11 am Sunday 8 June, 

Broughton Vale  2 - 4 pm Sunday　8 June,
Princess Street Park: 2- 4 pm Sunday 15 June,

David Berry Hospital:　2- 4 pm Saturday 21 June, 

Mark Radium Park: 9.00- 10.00 am Friday 27 June,　
Bundewallah: 2- 4 pm Sunday 29 June.
Other work days will be advised by co-ordinators.
 For further information:
Bong Bong Road - Julia Woinarski (4464 2084),
Broughton Vale - Philip Thorniley (4464 2198),
Bundewallah - Will Armitage (4464 2241),
David Berry Hospital – Leslie Pigott (4464 3241 or lesliepigott@bigpond.com ),
Mark Radium Park- Rodney Cole (4464 1475),
Moeyan Hill - Bill Pigott (4464 3241 or wpigott@bigpond.net.au ),
Princess St Park - Diana Coxhead (0433 213 219),
Strongs Road – Ian Parker (4448 6359 or ianlindap@shoalhaven.net.au ),
Tindalls Lane - Harvey Blue (4464 1880).

Information can also be found at Berry Landcare on Facebook

