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	Bowning & Bookham Districts Landcare Group Meeting
Location: Bowning Hotel
  Date of meeting:21 November 2013
Time of meeting: Meal 6.30 pm, Meeting 7.15 pm
Agenda




	1. 
	Welcome to new members and guests

	2. 
	Apologies David Tuff, Melinda Johnson

	3. 
	Attendance  Alan Cole, Matt Doyle, Neville Reece, Alison Reece, Mark Bosma, Elizabeth Goodfellow, Leonie Parker, Kathryn McGuirk, Stephen Firth, Tony Folkard.

	4. 
	Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting
Mark Bosma moved and Elizabeth Goodfellow seconded that the minutes of the 2 November meeting be endorsed with minor corrections to attendees names.

	5. 
	Matters arising from minutes Nil

	6. 
	Secretary 
Correspondence Out

A. Alan via email to Greening Australia detailing see requirements for 17 December propagation day

B. Alan via email to Stuart.Johnston@transgrid.com.au requesting access to the Transgrid nursery site to propagate seedlings funded under the Dahl Trust – no response received as at 21 November.
Correspondence In 

Letter from Katrina Hodgkinson supporting the group’s application for NSW environmental grants.

Two cheque books

	7. 
	Treasurers report

The group has a balance of $1180 as at 21 November 2013.  $180 collected in membership fees since last meeting.  

A discussion was held on the $20 financial year membership fee.  It was agreed that new members who joined the group during January to June period would pay a discounted rate of $10 for the remainder of the calendar year.   

	8. 
	Web Page – Mark Bosma
The Bowning to Bookham Districts Landcare Group now have a web page on the NSW Landcare gateway at www.landcare.nsw.gov.au.  
Action: Secretary to provide minutes of previous meeting to add to this web page.

Our page also has a Blakely Red Gum Tree which is included in the Big Tree Register http://www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au.  This tree’s dimensions have since been exceeded by another Victorian entry.

Action: If anyone sees a really big native tree eg Yellow Box etc. let Alan know as he has equipment to undertake the necessary collection of tree dimensions eg height, canopy and girth.   

Mark also provided an interim Bowning Bookham Landcare logo for the group provided from the NSW Landcare web site.  This will be used to replace the current Murrumbidgee Landcare logo currently on the group documents.

 

	9. 
	Special Projects
Dahl Trust Update
To progress the planned propagation day on 17 December at the Transgrid site, Yass Alan Cole requested that the group approve the acquisition of a range of Hiko 40 Cell Trays and pots and Forestry 20 crate cell trays and pots to maximum of 10 000 pots, from Danbar Plastics.

The potting mixture for the eucalyptus seedlings  recommended by Greening Australia can be acquired in m3 lots from Debco Pty Ltd at $249.97 per unit.

The cost of for Eucalyptus seed from Greening Australia was not yet know.  Proposed seed quantities requested by Alan Cole included sufficient seed for :
3500 Yellow Box

3500 Blakely’s Red Gum

500 Apple Box

500 Long Leaved Box

500 Brittle Gum

500 Red Stringybark

500 Red Box
500 White Box 

Alternative minor varieties could include Grey box, Manna Gum, Snow Gum, Narrow Leafed Peppermint, Broad leafed Peppermint.

Tony Folkard moved and Elizabeth Goodfellow seconded the approval of payment from the Dahl Trust grant:

· Danbar Plastics $1998.05

· Debco $249.97

Other discussion on this project included:

The Yass Landcare group has been invited to assist in the propagation of the target 10,000 trees on 17 December.

A further working day will required in early 2014 to weed and thin the young seedlings.

A roster will be created to ensure that the seedlings are watered over the hot summer period.

Seedlings from this propagation exercise will be made available to property owners impacted by the Cobbler Road fire and associated revegetation areas; other revegetation projects managed by members of the BBDLCG and Yass Landcare group and when requested, by other property owners who will manage the planting and maintenance of assigned plants.

This grant does not include any funding for tree guards or fencing off.



	10. 
	Community Engagement 
A seed collection training day is being planned.  Negotiations with Melinda Johnson to provide a free training day for interested parties is ongoing.  If that is not possible the group may have to pay for Greening Australia to provide such training.
In the interim members of the group are encouraged to look out for trees coming into seed and letting members know so that seed can be collected for future propagation days.



	11. 
	Youth Activities in Landcare


	12. 
	Current Grant Applications
NSW Environmental Trust
Alan Cole adviced that there was no report on the NSW Environmental Trust application
CMA Funding
Elizabeth Goodfellow advised the group that our request for funding for a Restorative Bookham Cemetery project is unlikely to succeed in the current round.  However it may be eligible in a later funding round as the aims of that future funding round align with the goals of the proposed Restorative Bookham Cemetery project. 
Bookham Street Beautification 

Alison Reece advised that an outcome on this grant request is not expected until December.

	13. 
	Other Business
A   Community Newsletter Funding from MLi $774.88 (once off funding to publish a community newsletter of local and Landcare news for Bookham & Bowning Districts)
The group expressed general interest in undertaking the task of creating a community newsletter.  Postage via rural post to local landholders in the Bowning and Bookham districts is estimated to be $300 plus printing and stationary.  The proposed newsletter would be 2-4 pages.  

If funding enabled the newsletter to proceed in the new calendar year the following persons were nominated to co-ordinate the creation of this newsletter. Mark Bosma general coordinator as a large amount of information on the BBDLCG was already available from the new web site referenced above.  Kathryn McGuirk nominated as the Bowning reporter and Alison Reece nominated as the Bookham reporter.

Action: Alan was to confirm if the funding required the newsletter before Christmas 2013.
B  Banjo Patterson Play
Alan had yet another contact and raised the idea of the group hosting a Banjo Patterson play at the Bowning Hall.  There was general agreement with the idea

Action:  Alan Cole to follow-up and provide more detail at the next meeting
C.  NRC Issues Paper on the Review of Weed management in NSW

Alan provided the group with a copy of this paper.  There was general agreement that the group prepare a submission in response to this paper to request clarification as to which municipal organisation eg roads authority or local council etc is responsible for weed management between the end of the road and a private property fence line.  Weeds seem to spread across the landscape in this verge and various members of the group had not been able to confirm which municipal organisation was responsible for this zone in past liaisons 

Action:  Alan to coordinate with fellow members of the group to prepare a letter in response to the above report

Group Christmas Celebration

The first Christmas get together for the group is planned for
Sunday 8 December at Tony Folkard’s Pindari Property at Bowning from 4pm.  BYO barbeque meat, salad and drinks. 


	14. 
	Closure & Date of next Meeting

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 16 January 2014 at Bookham Barney’s Café from 6.30 for Dinner



	15. 
	Guest Speaker
Business Meeting: no speaker was arranged.


Secretary: Kath Mcguirk – kangiara@gmail.com

 P.O. Box 2026, Bowning NSW 2582

 Chair: Alan Cole alanpcole@bigpond.com  Phone. 0418 852209
http://www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/bookham-landcare-group
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