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What makes a beetle (Coleoptera)?

ȰThe Creator would appear as endowed with a passion for stars, on the 
ÏÎÅ ÈÁÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÅÔÌÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ɍȣɎ there are nearly 300,000* 
ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÅÔÌÅÓ ËÎÏ×Îȟ ɍȣɎ compared ×ÉÔÈ ɍȣɎ ίȟΦΦΦ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
birds and a little over 10,000 species of mammals. Beetles are more 
ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÓÅÃÔ ÏÒÄÅÒȢ ȣȱ

(J.B.S. Haldane, What is Life ɀÔÈÅ ,ÁÙÍÁÎȭÓ 6ÉÅ× ÏÆ .ÁÔÕÒÅ ÐΤΦΪ)

* 1.5 million estimated

Source: Australiangeographic.com.au

Elytra
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Why beetles?

Source: maggiesscienceconnection
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Beetle diversity in the region
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Source: bowerbird.org.au

Source: bowerbird.org.au Source:museum
victoria.com.au

Source:
padil.gov.au

Source: bowerbird.org.au

Including some 
local residents!

Approx. 30,000 beetle species, 113 families  in Australia
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Farming landscapes Remnantpatch focus 
ÉÎ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȣ

ȣ Farm paddocks 
are heterogenous
across space & time

How can we better manage 
the farmlands for both

biodiversity & food production?

ȣ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ
habitat edges?



6

Study sites
Å11 sites in NSW Lachlan catchment (200 km span)

ÅPrime mixed cropping-grazing land
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Methods: Study design

1. Crop

2. Fallow

3. Plantings <10 years, 
30m wide

4. Woody debris 
(euc-based), 20m wide

Each sampling point: 

Directional 
pitfall traps 
+ drift fence


