Report on Upper Deua Catchment Group
Araluen Creek Restoration Project Community Engagement
for Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council 19 April 2023

Overview

Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council has partnered with Upper Deua Landcare Group and will be
assisting the Araluen Creek Restoration Project with community educational workshops; project
videography, a revegetation advice and species list, as well as using project materials for community
awareness of the Bridge to Bridge project including display boards for a natural and cultural historic
display walk.

Update — Administration

Clare, Larry and Erin attended the 17 April Committee Meeting of UDCLG.

Clare’s contract finishes on 31 April.

Due to the challenges of this project we have done two contract extensions however these
were not additional $$ just extending the end date.

Clare has now used all her hours and so can’t commit to anything new, just finishing agreed
tasks such as the display boards and managing completion of the video.

Neither the video or the display board will be finalised by 30 April but close to. So ensuring
finalisation of these will be a carry over. Again no extra $S is needed to cover Clare’s time
on this.

Clare is compiling a final report and doing a financial acquittal for UDCLG

Clare has proposed a meeting to discuss transitional arrangements and end of project wrap
up (see email)

Update — General

The project gained a presentation spot at the South-East Landcare Muster on Wednesday 26
April. Clare is preparing a powerpoint presentation and Penny Hayman, Secretary UDCLG will
present. Cath Harrison has prepared a report which may also be available, although it is
hoped (subject to agreement, that this will be formally released along with the showing of
the Clare Young video as an end of project wrap up.

The issue of the soil erosion cost overrun has been a major issue for the group which has
been handled by UDCLCG. However our focus has been on the LLS grant to USLC and the
option of using some of these funds to pay Soil Conservation services. Clare wrote a briefing
paper on this which has been circulated to the USLC Committee.

Update -- Workshops
Completed since last report

Saturday 25 February — Apical Weeds Workshop completed 20 people attended.
o Media — pre-event article in Braidwood Bugle and Regional Independent, post event
article in USLC email newsletter
o Apical tips for blackberry, creepers and grasses in process
Sunday 2 April — Community Planting Day, approx 25 people attended. 400 plants in the
ground, on property of Ken Harrison, next to area that has had creek erosion control
measures
o Media - pre-event publicity — Braidwood Bugle, 22 March, Braidwood Changing
Times 22 March 2023, Regional Independent 29 March page 3,
Landcare Partnerships article in Braidwood Bugle 4 April 2023, page 26 (attached),
Braidwood’s Changing Times 5 April 2023 page 5 and Regional Independent 12 April,
page 6 (attached)
o Info sheets — planting list as well as tips for a community planting day in process



Previously completed

Saturday 3 September — Seed collection and propagation — 17 people attended
Saturday 27 August — Riparian Workshop — 25 people attended

Saturday 25 June — Apical Weeds Workshop — 25 people attended

Saturday 28 May — Soil Erosion Workshop — 15 people attended

Saturday 26 February — Geology of Araluen — 30 people attended

Update - Video

Clare Young attended the Community Planting Day in April and filmed the whole day. She
now has had the first version of project footage. She has reviewed it and we have identified
some gaps, notably phone video footage of fires and / or flood events.

We have also % day of filming still available and have identified this for footage of kids at
sites, tree planting.

Drone footage — Clare Henderson has confirmed a drone person and we will do this at the
same time as the film % day of filming.

Update — Re-vegetation

Successful completion of one community planting day. This effectively meets our contract
obligations however there are over 1,000 plants still left to be planted and only one site has
been re-planted. UDCLG has asked for assistance in additional re-vegetation. A decision
needs to be made re this request and if yes, funding / capacity of staff to assist (refer email).

Update - Bridge to Bridge Display Boards

Outcome is five display boards on natural / environment/ landcare aspects as part of the
Araluen Historic Trail. In conjunction with Araluen Progress Association.
Brief prepared and agreed. Quotes obtained. Liaison with Araluen Progress Association
established.
Text and graphics for Boards underway.
Board topics are:
o Geology of Araluen
27 years of Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group (UDCLG)
Specific ecological features of the Valley
Looking after Araluen Creek (before and after photos)

o
o
o
o Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group (UDCLG) — now and the future
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RECREATION GROUND
5969 ARALUEN RD, ARALUEN
MORNING TEA AND LUNCH PROVIDED

PLEASE RSVP TO:
UPPER.SHOALHAVEN@GMAIL.COM OR TO 0472 425 665

BRAIDWOOD'S CHANGING TIMES
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Standing:Annette Briggs, Paul Briggs, Nichole Overall, Peter Smith; Sitting: Cathy
Cooper, Kerrie Beers, Ros Maddrell, Jill Clarke.

More funds for Museum

Braidwood & District Historical Society media release

Nichole Overall, member for
Monaro paid a visit to Braidwood
Museum on Saturday to announce
a funding top-up for the construc-
tion of the Braidwood Heritage
Centre.

In making the official announce-
ment Nichole spoke with enthusi-
asm about the benefits of the
project for Braidwood, the district
and the state. She thanked the
Braidwood & District Historical
Society committee and volunteers

4 Braidwood Bugle

Hews for Braidwood & the district
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Action needed to forestall a feral future for NSW

Anesd of he NSW alection, the Invasive Speces Councll has
sounded a waming that NSW faces a pest and weed disaster
e 10 the cumulaive efect of recent nalural deasiens,
climate changs, underfunding and & |ack of poltical will.

The Council has released & comprehensive policy platfonm,
Combating Invasve Speces. PHonses fof e next NSW
Govemment, which identifies polces, funding and reforms
needed 1o srengihen te biosecunity system and address key
envircnmental INfeats Iram pests, weeds and exotc seages,

The Council is ealling for imvesiment in an addional 300 FTE
Troating and weed officers Boross the Matonal Parks and
‘Wikdlile Service, Local Land Services, the Department of
Primary Industiies and local government al & cost of $37.5
il per year.

‘MSW is facing an invasive species crisis due to the
cumulative effect of recent naiural disasters, chmale cha
underunding and a lack of palitical will” said nvasive Species
Council advocacy manager Jack Gough.

"Our iranlling pest and weeds apencies ane undersiafed,
underfunoed and NEve DEen unoer enaiMius prEssune over
the last four years as they respanded 1o Tire, drought, Noods.
COVID-19 and the vamda mile oulhreak.

“Thie clsmelative impact of Mese natursl GSASIErs & now
impacting routine operations and preventing ambitious
envircnMental Ac1ian on invasives.

‘Invasive s:ﬂneoesare the highest impact driver of estinciions,
darecily endangering 70 per cent of threatened wildite and
ECOSySIEMS in NSW. They degrade and damane Walenyays
and bushland, kill native wildile and prevent regeneration.
“Wigeds ke [antana and mateira vine are Smothering owr
nalive plants, feral loxes and CALS prey upon our berds and
small mammals and streams and wetlands are being
iraamgled by hard-hoobed feral e and horsas. New hreals
on gur doarstep ke red imparted fire anis nulapmfsn could
cause new extinetions if they make it into NSW.

Wivasive SpECes are aleo A difect Mirea 1o Frst Nations’
culiwal heritage and eonnection 1o Country. Weeds, feral
animals and pesis lead 10 the destruction of sacred sies and
culwal landscapes and the extinglion of INdigenous WlEm
Speies.

“WIhoEVED WS QoVEMMEN in MW mist tackle invasive
Spees, inchudng the key issues of ighly damaging feral
harses in the Snowy Mountains, siopping the spread of leral
deer, ending the sele of weedy plants theough nusenes and
enacting responsible cat ownershig rules which protect our
native widlile.

‘Key regional independents ke Joe MCGIT in Wagga Wagga
and the MSW Greens have sleady come oul in suppon of
many of the policies Bnd funing Wwe &fe recommending. We
hopé thial tear leacership in his area will be maiched
ambiliows sction by all panies and candidates " said Mr
Gough,

Key invasive species priorities Tor the nest NSW govemment
inClsde:

- Investing in an addiional 300 FTE frantine pest and weed
officers acriss the Mational Parks and Wildile Service, Local
Land Services, the DPIand local government

- Amending the Comganion Animaks Acl 1o allow kcal cowncils 1o
introduce pet cat comainment policies (in line with every othes
SIEEAETIlOny Excepl WA).

- The: urgent remaval of feral horses in Kosciuszko Mational Park
and repeal of e Brumiy Prolection Bill

- The creation of an Indigenous Commissianer for Counbry 1o
afhise on the management of invasive species and Melr imgact
o indigenaus culluire and country.

- Ensuring weedy plants cannot be sold through nurseries and an
increase o Me Weeds Action Program 10 S20 million/yesr.

- Establishing dedicated stalewide feral deer and Teral pig
coordinator robes.

- A commitment 1o stopping the spread of leral deer, inclsding
into the Biug Mounians, westem MNSW and the Nomhern Rivers.
The Invasive Species Coundl election palicy platicem,
Combabing Invasive Speces: Pricfites for ihe next NSW
Government, is avadable for download here.

Re-vegetating Araluen Creek —
stabilising the creek with plants

The Upper Shoalhasen Landeare Council is 88sistng e Arakien
Creek Resipration Project with the Upper Deus Catchment
Landcane Gmum&mcmm; Pt of the project is the actusl
large scale RN e Creek

In addition i subsiantial erasion conbrol wors on the actual
creek, Mefe are pifer Mecessary elements o ok aNer Arakien
Creek, such &s riparian healih gnd watensaich moniioding, re-

, weetd conirol and measures 1o keep stock out of the
creek line by fencing and providing allmative walsr SoUCES. \We
hewve also lpoked a1 small scale erpsion control measures. The
final companent af the prgllﬁtus Te-vepelaling Neas e Sile wirks
after lences afe in place. THis i anaiher key way of stablzing
the creek. So come along if you like (o assist ws with re-

abong Aralien Creek a1 several stes where e Dig
earth works are comglete and are fenced off.

Araluen Creek Community Planting Day - Sunday 2 April
2023
Araluen Recreation Ground {directions given on RSVP) When:
Sunday 2 April Bam Why:  Anothes component io stabilise
Araluen Cresk. Moming 182 and a Bght lunch provided.
Iniesesied? Then sign up. RSVE o
i o 1o Clane on 0412 425 665 [lex1

vaicemad are pood 100)
The Asaluen Creek Restoration Project is funded through the
Bushifie Comaunity Recovery and Resience Fund.

itage Centre is now about to be-
come a reality. We have also incor-
porated some significant
improvements that will provide ad-
ditional benefits.

There will be opportunities for
artisans and blacksmiths to prac-
tice and demonstrate their crafts,
and to run classes as part of our
college of lost crafts. The onsite
accommodation will provide an
experience and support our work-
shops. The café will enable visitors
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Last Sunday an enthesiastic group
gathered domg Amluen Creek for
the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Council and Upper Deaa Catch
ment Landcare Geoup Community
Planting Day

Four dundred trees. shrubs and
gmsses were planted, fertilised,
staked, watered and progecied with
tree guards and weed mats. Penny
Hayman, Secretary of the Upper
Deua Catchment Landeare Group,
sent a nofe to the organisers say-
ing: “Woaderfial day. Top organi.
sation. Please send everyose 2
photo with 2 gold star.”

Gold minmg tock off in the Ar-
aluen Valley 170 years ago starting
a process of massive environmen-
tal mmpacts. Over time the Valley
has comveriad to agnculture which
has also had its impacts. [n the late
twenticth  centery  commwmity
prowps worked to busld partner.
ships to re-halance economic activ-
ity and environmental resilience
and to repair some of the aataral
envmomnent, particalarly the wa-
terways

The Upper Dewa Catchment

Landcare Group (UDCLG) =
2020 obtained bushfize recovery
maoney 1o try to deal with the rav.
2ges on Amluen Creek of 2 quick
succession of drought, fire and
food. “We saw the dumage that

had been done with the loss of

good famland, the falling of ma-
ture trees and the reduction or dis-
appearance of fish and cels.” said
Cath Harrison, UDCLG Commu-
nity Liaison Coordizatoc

The UDCLG worked with the
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Growp, Sowth-East Local Land
Services and several local land-
holders to do canthworks to sta.
bilise the creek and bwld its
resilience to fature flood events
Thus incladed managing stock ac-
cess to the creek and wibutaries
aad replanting appropriate local
species. This will help reduce ero-
sica by holding sod m place, re-
ducing debris and taking encrgy
out of the water in flood cvents

Oa Sunday 2 April 2 great growp
of volumteers dug through rocks
and clay to plant sbout 400 plants

along Long Flat Creek, o tnbutary
of Araluen Creek, on the property
of Ken Harrison. The focus was
oa trees with arcemd 260 trees
planted for cancpy along with
abostt | 30 grass and shred plants

“It’s great to have active in-
yolvement from landholders and
Ken has gome ‘above and beyond'
m this project”™ said Tony Peters,
UDCLG President. “He has mot
oaly feaced off an active watering
area and replacing it with troughs,
be also actively assisted oo the day
and has establishad ongoing water-
mng and weeding processes while
the new plants get established ™

The volunteers wsed an amay of
tools 10 break through river debris
brought down from previous
floods to dig holes deep cnough 1o
give the plants their best stant in
their new homes.

Some of the plants were ako
raised by volumteers who parntici-
paed in an earbier workshop given
by Lyn Ellis, formesty of Cermjug-
ghe Creek Nursery, who attended
oa the day. “Some of these trees
that have beea i thewr pots for a
long tmse 2nd have grown very tall
will be saitable to plant 25 Jong-
stenumed tube stock. They can be
planted deeper tham normal as long
as they have 2 fairly thick sturdy

Viecnesday Aped 5, 2023 ~ &

stem.” sard Lyn Ellis. "New roots
will form from leaf nodes and e
extra depth will give the trees less
temperature  fluctuations, maore
moistare availobility and adds.
tional stability in their carly lives
especially in flood zones and m.
crease their chances of survival.”

The volunicers worked under
and out from the existing magestic
river casuarinas along the creek.
However, some of these trees were
mmpacted by the drought and one
was singed by fire and they might
be dying.

“River caks will stant sprostting
with the stock excladed and the ad-
ditional plantimgs from this Land.
care event wall be a great help”
sad Ken Hamsca. " want to
thank everyone who came today
and %o Landcare generally for mak-
mg such a difference. | couldn™
have dome it without them.”

Local videographer Clare Young
was on-site for the day, gathering
more footage for 3 fortheoming
video ca the Araluem Creck
Restoration Project. Wasch this
space for mare news on this pant of
the project.

The Arabaen Creek Restoration
Project is funded through the
Bushfire Commumity Recovery
and Resilience Fand
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Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW
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frtisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Caffee

Local Produce | Suweet things | Holties & Coldies

Sausage Rolis | Shices

.. and more

wisw dojobread.com.au 0407 222 334
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Landcare partnerships in action - Communlty plantlng for Araluen Creek
By Lar?(OLoughIm Chair, Upper Shoalhaven Landcare

Sunday 2 April saw an enthusiastic group gather along
Araluen Creek for the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council
and Upper Deua Group C Y
Planti Day. Four hundred trees, shrubs and grasses
were planted femllsed. staked, watered and protected with
tree guards and weed mats, Penny Hayman, Secretary of
the Upper Deua Catchment Landcare roup sent a note to
the organisers saying: “Wonderful day, Top organisation,
Please send everyone a photo with a gold star,
Gold mining took off in the Araluen Valley 170 years ago starting a
process of massive envirenmental impacts, Over tme the Valley
has converted to agriculture which has also had its impacts, In the
late twentieth century community groups worked to build
partnerships to re=balance economic activity and environmental
resilience and to repair some of the natural environment,
particularly the waterways,
The Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group (UDCLG) in 2020
obtained bushfire recovery money to try to deal with the ravages
on Araluen Creek of a quick succession of drougnt, fire and flood,
"We saw the damage that had been done with the |oss of good
farmland, the falling of mature trees and the reduction or
disappearance of fish and eels," said Cath Harrison, UDCLG
Community Liaison Coordinator,
The UDCLG worked with the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Group,
South-East Local Land Services and several local landholders to
do earthworks to stabllise the creek and bulld its resilience o
future flood events, This included managing stock access to the
creek and tributaries and replanting appropriate local species. This
will nelp reduce erosion by holding soil in place, reducing debris
and taking energy out of the water in flood events,
On Sunday 2 April a great group of volunteers dug through rocks
and clay to plant about 200 plants along Long Flat Creek, a
tributary of Araluen Creek, on the property of Ken Harrison, The
focus was on trees vath around 260 trees planted for canopy along | /=
with about 130 grass and shrub plants, p-(" E“'s' Bmm"é’.}mﬂ% {mr N"se mid UéLc
“It's great to have active involvement from landholders and Ken Coom:natoc explaining planting techmques.
has gone ‘ahove and beyond in this project” said Tony Peters, Phato: Clare Henderson
UDCLG President, "He has not enly fenced off an actve watering
area and replacing it with troughs, he also actvely assisted on the
day and has established ongoing watenng and weeding processes
while the new plants get established,”
The volunteers used an array of tools to break through river debris
brought down from previous floods to dig holes deep enough to
give the plants their best start in their new nomes,
Some of the plants were also raised by volunteers who
participated In an earlier workshop given by Lyn Ells, formerly of
Currajuggle Cresk Nursery, who attended on the day, “Some of
these trees that have been in their pots for a long time and have
growin very tall vall be suitable te plant as long-stemmed tube
stock, They can be planted deeper than normal as long as they
have a fairly thick sturdy stem.," said Lyn Ellis, "New roots will form
from leaf nodes and the extra depth will give the rees |less
temperature fluctuations, more moisture availability and additional
stability in their early lives especially in flood zones and increase
their chances of survival.”
The volunteers worked under and out from the existing majestic
river casuarinas aleng the creek, However, some of these trees
were impacted by the drought and one was singed by fire and they
might be dying.
"River oaks will start sprouting with the stock excluded and the
additional plantings from this Landcare event will be a great help,”
said Ken Harrison, “| want to thank everyone who came today and
to Landcare generally for making such a dfference. | couldn't have
done it without them.”
Local videographer Clare Young was on-site for the day, gathering
more footage for a forthcoming video on the Araluen Creek
Restoration Project, Watch this space for mora news on this part
of the project,

The Araluen Creek Restoration Project is funded through the The group at work, Those rocks and the terrain made it a difficu
Bushfire Community Recovery and Resilience Fund, Ao plam on; howaver these riew plants wil avey e statiise
Pho!gcaam Henderson




