


Araluen Creek
• Araluen Creek is in the Southern Tablelands, NSW
• Flows south-east and drops 637 metres over 24 

kilometres
• Tributaries: Major’s Creek, Bell’s Creek, Big Oakey 

Creek 
• Feeds into Deua River
• Creek was a series of billabongs covered with 

water lilies which were destroyed by gold mining 
in the 19th and 20th centuries

• Name Araluen believed to come from Aboriginal 
word “Arr-al-yin” possibly meaning “place of 
lilies”



Upper Deua Catchment 
Landcare Group

–  27 years of active 
Landcare

• Formed 1996

• 27 years of active Landcare 

• Aims to educate and 
encourage Araluen community and 
landholders to participate in projects 
that focus on improving the 
environment and biodiversity 
within Upper Deua Catchment

• Photo: 2004 Annual General Meeting



Why Araluen Creek 
needs stabilising

• Araluen Creek disturbed 
after gold discovered in the 1800s

• Creek bed was turned upside 
down via dredging

• Photo taken in November 2022 
shows exposed roots and 
undercut banks



Protecting and stabilising Araluen Creek
Key measures:

• Large scale erosion control works

• Small scale erosion control works

• Fencing the creek from stock

• Alternative water sources for stock

• Weed management

• Revegetation (right plants in the right spot)

• Ongoing monitoring of waterway health

• On-going management 

All are needed in balance – one measure by itself will not protect 
or stabilise the creek in the long-term.



Stabilising the creek 
with streambed 
controls

Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group 

Major Projects 1996 – current

• 1998-2004 – Araluen Creek Streambed Controls – 

Rivercare funding 

• 2004-2010 – Araluen Creek Streambed Controls 

Extension – Site 16 

• Commenced 2013 – Bridge to Bridge Weed Project  

• 2021-2023 – Araluen Creek Restoration Project 

funded by Bushfire Community Recovery 

and Resilience Fund



Drought, fire then a flood and more floods
There have been ~14 flood events since February 2020



Araluen Creek Restoration Project 2021-2023

• Araluen Creek Restoration Project - initiative of Upper Deua 
Catchment Landcare Group (UDCLG)

• December 2020 - grant application to Bushfire Community 
Recovery and Resilience Fund funded through Commonwealth 
and NSW Governments. 

• May 2021 - UDCLG advised grant application successful.

• Main focus - works to rehabilitate Araluen Creek from effects of 
drought, bushfires and flooding.

• Stabilisation of creek necessary to prevent further catastrophic 
outcomes for Araluen Valley and downstream water quality

• Climate change and associated extreme weather means  remedial 
action now urgent and unavoidable to avoid future adverse 
catchment impacts compromising whole area's viability for years to 
come.



Partnerships and collaboration

• Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council (USLC)

• South-East Local Land Services (LLS) 

• Soil Conservation Services (SCS)

• Landholders

• Specialist advice from workshops

• Weed management and revegetation

• Species selection and propagation

• Geology and soil 

• Scalable erosion control techniques

• Riparian management and water monitoring

• Working with each other



Soil erosion 
earthworks
•Works to be undertaken 

at 11 sites

•Community liaison with 
landholders essential

•Before and after photos 
at Long Flat Creek 
(where revegetation has 
since occurred with 
~400 plants)



Community Engagement: Workshops / Events

•8 workshops / events July 2021 to 
April 2023
•Average 20 participants per event



Community 
Engagement: 
Media

• Media articles 
in regional 
media – 
Regional 
Independent, 
Braidwood 
Changing 
Times and the 
Braidwood 
Bugle



Community Engagement: 
Information Sheets
• 10 information sheets provided to workshop 

participants

• A website link will hold all these information 
resources



Community 
Engagement: Video

•Video footage of the project 
•Clare Young, a Braidwood local is our 
videographer
•The video will be released in July 
2023
•Photo here is Clare Young filming 
local landholder, Les Mundy at the 
February 2022 workshop on the 
geology of Araluen Creek. 



Challenges and 
key lessons
• It's a big job for a small 

community of volunteers

• Government agencies have 
a special approach

• Different landholders need 
different approaches

• Funding bodies need to be 
massaged

• Project ends but more 
work needed


